MINNEAPOLIS MUSIC LEGEND J.D. STEELE PRODUCES DOCUMENTARY

EXAMINING SYSTEMIC RACISM

“Listen! Please!” contains original compositions and testimonials from four of the Twin

Cities’ elite octogenarians —premiering February 8

MINNEAPOLIS—January 27, 2021—In a year when the pain and injustice of
systemic racism has once again placed our city and our nation on center stage, musician
J.D. Steele has produced a documentary with a simple yet compelling message: “Open your

heart and listen... please.”

“Listen! Please!” features the testimonials of four elite octogenarians: Elder
Mahmoud EIl Kati, Macalester College professor emeritus, lecturer, and essayist on the Black
Experience Since World War Il; Dr. Josie Johnson, Minnesota Civil Rights activist and
creator of the department of African American Studies at the University of Minnesota; Bill
English, consulting project director for the Northside Job Creation Team (NJCT) and
co-founder of the Sabathani Community Center in Minneapolis; and Sallie Steele Birdsong,
J.D.’s mother. Through personal stories and moving recollections of their past, these
distinguished individuals recount the ways that systemic racism has impacted them

throughout their lives.

“In the wake of the unrest in Minneapolis this past summer and as we enter Black History

Month, it is important to reflect on the experiences of those who have come before us in



order to move forward,” said J.D. Steele, musician and producer. “I was compelled to create
this documentary to honor these four renowned heroes of the Black community whom |
deeply admire, and who have not only made significant impacts in Minnesota, but also the
nation. Now more than ever, we must understand where we have been to understand where

we are going.”

“Listen! Please!” is executive produced by Penny Winton and produced by J.D.
Steele and Karl Demer. Original music for the film is composed by J.D. Steele, with Billy
Steele on keyboards, Chris Smith on bass, Kenyari Jackson on drums, Spencer Christianson

on guitar and Daryl Boudreaux on percussion.

The documentary will premiere with a virtual screening to mark the start of Black

History Month on Monday, February 8 at 6 p.m. Central via Facebook and YouTube. The film

will be available to stream on these platforms On Demand afterwards. Donations made during
the screening will benefit The Capri Theater, which supports disadvantaged youth and adults

in the North Minneapolis community.
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